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If you were unable to join us
at our January luncheon at
St. Mary’s University School
of Law, you missed a wonder-
ful presentation from Justice
Luz Elena Chapa of the
Fourth Court of Appeals.
During her presentation, Jus-
tice Chapa provided a Fourth
Court update. She discussed
her career and how women
can help one another succeed
in the legal field. Her words
to BCWB members and St.
Mary’s University law stu-
dents were heartfelt and
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insightful about her path to
becoming a judge. One com-
ment she made stood out to
me as something to share—“I
wholeheartedly believe the
women in our lives either
make us or break us.”

Justice Chapa went on to
note that, “we as women fit
in one of two categories: one,
those who are willing to lend
their shoulders to other wom-
en to lean on or launch off of;
and two, those who use their
shoulders like linebackers to
knock down all women

February 2016

around them.” You have
probably experienced both
types, but it is those who
lend a helping hand that pro-
vide the support you need to
maximize your potential as a
female lawyer. Paraphrasing
Justice Chapa,(con’d on p. 2)

February Luncheon: Constitutional
Terntonality & Hernandez v. Mesa

The question of where U.S.
Constitutional protections
exist and to whom they apply
is an issue with which our
country’s courts continue to
wrestle. The U.S. Supreme
Court has been asked to clari-
fy exactly how far the Consti-
tution reaches territorially
and who may avail themselves
of its protections in Hernan-
dez v. Mesa, writ pending.
Please join us at our luncheon
on February 2 for an enlight-
ening presentation by Profes-
sor Guinevere Moore, J.D.,
LL.M., on how the Court will

likely rule on this issue. Pro-
fessor Moore will cover the
intersection of U.S. domestic
law with international law
and the implications of the
Hernandez case on important
social and legal issues, espe-
cially in light of recent con-
cerns over U.S. immigration
policies and the use of force
by law enforcement. Ap-
proved for 0.75 hours of CLE
credit.

When: Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016
Time: Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Where: Club Giraud

Cost: $25 for members, $30
for non-members, payable at
the door

RSVP: RSVP by Friday, Jan.
29, 2016, to events@bexar
countywomensbar.org. In-
clude any dietary restrictions
in your RSVP. We understand
schedules change, but we
cannot guarantee a seat for
individuals who RSVP after
the date above. For more
information, please contact
Rachel Skinner
(rskinner@dykema.com) or
Meagan McKeown
(mmckeown@dykema.com).
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San Antonio Bar Foundation’s

2016 Fellows Class

The San Antonio Bar Foundation (SABF) recently selected its 2016 Fellows Class. The
following BCWB members are included in the class:

Justice Patricia Alvarez, Fourth Court of Appeals
Nancy Belinsky, San Antonio Water System
Justice Luz Elena Chapa, Fourth Court of Appeals
Tiffanie Clausewitz, Rosenblatt Law Firm
Marissa Helm, Parallon Business Performance Group
Judge Lisa Jarrett
Justice Rebeca Martinez, Fourth Court of Appeals

Aida Rojas, Law Office of Aida Rojas

BCWBA/WLA Speed Networking Event

By Maurleen Cobb Please RSVP to Maurleen
Cobb at
mcobb®@stokeslawoffice.co
m. If you received an email
stating the event was on
February 26, 2016, our
apologies. The correct date
is February 25, 2016. Thank
you.

Please join us from 5-7pm
on Thursday, February 25,
2016,for the annual BCW-
BA/WLA Speed Networking
event at St. Mary's Universi-
ty. The Spring Mentor/
Mentee Social will follow
the networking event.

Nominations for this Year’s Autumn Affair
Beneficiary

By Leslie Hyman If you know of a deserving contact information to
local organization servin Leslie Hyman at
The Bexar County Women’s g . g y
.. s women or children that lhyman@pulmanlaw.com no
Bar Foundation is soliciting . ;
L . , would like to apply to be later than Friday, February
nominations for this year’s . , e
this year’s beneficiary, 26, 2016.

Autumn Affair beneficiary. please send the name and

President’s Column (con’d from p. 1)

| hope you are able to sur- within the Women’s Bar; your footsteps. Find the
round yourself with women  but more importantly, re- courage to effectuate
whose shoulders you can ciprocate that kind gesture  change when you know it's
lean on, at work and to those who support you the right thing to do!
through your relationships and those who will follow in
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Fitness Column: Get Moving

By Lindsey Riley

Southtown Yoga Loft’s Basic
Beginners Series

Southtown Yoga Loft (SYL) is
holding is a Basic Beginners
Series on Sundays from 2:00-
3:30 beginning February 21 and
ending March 20 at its new
Helotes location. Cost is $99.
The Basic Beginner Series is a
4-week class series designed to
provide a foundation for build-
ing your yoga practice. You will
explore some basic guidelines to
help you prepare your body and
mind for your practice. SYL will
teach you how to properly uti-
lize your breath, along with
some helpful tools for remaining
present and centered. You will
explore how to find correct
alignment, including how to
properly modify all of the most
commonly practiced yoga pos-
tures. Students who complete
the course will receive a 20%
discount on a 5, 10 or 20 Class
Pass! If interested, please visit
SYL’s website for more infor-
mation: http://
www.southtownyogaloft.com/.

Natural Bridge Caverns Trail
Runs

On February 7, get your Super
Bowl Sunday started off right by
running the only race in the
world that starts in the belly of

a cave. This race begins in Tex-
as’s largest caverns, descending
down to Pluto’s anteroom, and
then finishes on the open trail.
Participants can choose a 5k,
10k, or half marathon. For more
information, visit http://
solerssports.com/events/natural

-bridge-caverns-trail-runs-
2016/.

Missions Marathon Half

On February 13, challenge your-
self to the second annual crea-
tive endurance endeavor that
winds its way through all four of
San Antonio’s historic Missions.
Participants can choose from
the half marathon, relay, 10K,
5K and Kids 1-mile fun run. For
more information, visit http://
www.missionsmarathonhalf.com
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Fest can choose from the half
marathon, 10K, 5K and the HE-
Buddy Kids Classic. The half
marathon course winds through
historic Fort Sam Houston and
ends at the Alamodome. Active
duty military and their depend-
ents are eligible for a 20% dis-
count on race entries. For more
information, visit http://
www.alamocityrunfest.com/
Schedule---Activities.html.

Glow in the Park 5k

On March 5, come out for the
Glow in the Park 5K. This night
glow run takes place at Fort
Sam Houston at MacArthur Park.
The course is filled with lighting
effect, plenty of glow and mu-
sic! For more information, visit
http://nsplit.com/glow-run-

HEB Alamo Run Fest

On February 20 and 21, partici-
pants of the HEB Alamo Run

jbsa/event-details/.

Shown below: Justice Luz Elena Chapa addresses
attendees of the January luncheon.
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Judge Susan Skinner has
presided over Bexar Coun-
ty’s County Court of Law
No. 14 since January 2015.

Why did you decide to be-
come a lawyer?

| had a career in social
work, including working as a
Child Protective Service
case worker, before | decid-
ed to become a lawyer. It
was not until | was a Bexar
County adult probation of-
ficer and worked closely
with several district assis-
tant attorneys, that | decid-
ed | wanted to be a prose-
cutor. With Judge Sarah
Garrahan’s encouragement,
for which | am eternally
grateful, | applied to St.
Mary’s University School of
Law.

While in law school, |
focused my studies on crim-
inal law and interned with
both the Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals and the
Bexar County District Attor-
ney’s office. Upon passing
the bar in 1992, | was sworn
in as an assistant district
attorney and proudly served
for 15 years.

Who are the people who
have had the greatest in-
fluence upon your legal
career?

During my career, | have
been blessed to have many
great mentors, from law
school professors, such as
Professor John Schmolesky
and Professor David
Schlueter, who instilled the
passion for learning the
law, to my first-chair prose-
cutors, Jill Mata, Juanita
Vasquez-Garner, and Mi-
chael Ramos, whose guid-
ance helped sharpen my
trial skills.

| have practiced before
many of the judges who
have had a significant influ-
ence on me, including
Judge Anthony Ferro, Judge
Andy Mireles, Judge Phil
Chavarria, Judge Pat Priest,
and Judge Ramond Angelini.

What are you most proud
of so far in your legal
career?

My proudest moment is that
my father was here to see
me sworn in as Judge of
County Court at Law No. 14
on January 1, 2015. My
father, John M. Campbell,
passed away on September

Judicial Spotlight: Judge Susan Skinner

11, 2015.

| am proud of the well-
balanced experience |
bring to the bench. |
served 15 years as a prose-
cutor and 7 years as a
criminal defense attorney
before taking the bench.
Most notably, | was a vio-
lent-crimes prosecutor
specializing in the prosecu-
tion of gang-related crimes
and drive-by shootings that
plagued our community in
the 1990s. My last nine
years as a prosecutor | was
a first-chair felony prose-
cutor responsible for the
prosecution of child-death
cases, domestic-violence
murders and child-sex
crimes.

| would have to say my
most rewarding profession-
al accomplishment was the
successful prosecution of
hundreds of sexual moles-
tation cases against chil-
dren. To this day, | still
keep in touch with many
former child victims.

What tips can you give
other lawyers interested
in becoming a judge?

If you are interested in
becoming a judge, start
thinking about campaign-
ing. | will pass on some
advice given to me: Every
time you meet someone
new, jot down where you
met them and some note
of interest that memorial-
izes your meeting or con-
versation. When you begin
to campaign, you will al-
ready have (con’d on p. 5)
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a base of contacts.

Other tips are to have extensive
courtroom experience and trial
experience, know the law, be
ethical, pray diligently to do the
right thing, work hard, and to
be respectful and professional
at all times.

Judicial Spotlight: Judge Skinner (con’d from p. 4)

What are you looking forward
to the most during your time
on the bench?

County Court at Law No. 14 is a
criminal misdemeanor court. |
wake up every day looking for-
ward to going to work and
bringing my continued
knowledge and experience to
the bench to meet the chal-
lenge of moving court cases
expeditiously and in administer-

ing justice fairly and compas-
sionately.

Most recently, | have created a
small start-up specialty court,
which handles all of the misde-
meanor animal cruelty cases. In
creating this specialized docket,
these cases are given the atten-
tion they deserve. | look for-
ward to expanding the animal
cruelty court in the coming
year.

Upcoming Texas Women Lawyers CLE

By Katherine Noll

The Texas Women Lawyers will
host its Annual Meeting and CLE
in San Antonio at St. Mary’s Law
School on February 19, 2016.
The Speakers’ Reception will be
held on February 18, 2016, at
the Historic Menger Hotel. The
conference is open to attorneys,
paralegals and law school
students.

A copy of the updated brochure
is included at the end of this
newsletter. This is a special
opportunity for our members.
It’s the first year the confer-
ence will be held in San
Antonio. BCWB had a great
Happy Hour with the Texas
Women Lawyers and the Nation-
al Association of Women Judges.
We hope you will support the
group’s annual CLE!
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(e)

Save the Date:

February Around Town
Lunch

Noon on February 25,
2016

at Yellowfish on Wurzbach

Hosted by Marissa Helm

)

Save the Date:
President’s Party
March 9, 2016
Location TBD

Attendees will vote on the winner of the Law Day Contest,
which will be announced at Law Day on April 5, 2016,
at The Plaza Club.

J
r 5
Save the Date:
March 8
for our March
monthly luncheon
J
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Member Spotlight: Rachel Skinner Fernandez

Rachel Skinner Fernandez is
one of BCWB’s new board
members.

What's your current job?

| am a commercial litigator
at Dykema Cox Smith.

How long have you been a
member of the BCWB?
What’s your best experi-
ence thus far?

| have been a member with
BCWB since | started prac-
ticing in May 2013. It’s im-
possible to narrow my fa-
vorite experiences down to
just one because they have
all been wonderful. The
amazing and smart women
in the San Antonio legal
community make BCWB
such a fun organization.
BCWB’s annual Autumn

Affair is probably what |
look forward to the most
each year.

Tell us about your morning
ritual or daily routine.

Most mornings I’m a habitu-
al snooze button pusher. By
the time my alarm goes off
for the fourth or fifth time,
| can generally force myself
out of bed. My husband and
| then proceed to spend the
next forty-five minutes
fighting for space in our one
bathroom as we get ready
for the day. I’ll then make
my extremely long com-
mute of two miles to the
office and enjoy two hard-
boiled eggs and some fruit
with a giant cup of black
coffee. Other mornings I’ll
switch it up and do some-
thing crazy like get up
immediately when my alarm
goes off at 5:00 a.m. and
take the early morning class
at Smart Barre.

What's your favorite mo-
ment of your career so
far?

For me, there is nothing
better than going to trial,
and my first jury trial was
no exception. The moment
the Judge announced a
defense verdict for that
case definitely makes the
top of my career moments.
After all the hard work the
rest of the trial team had
put into the case, it was a
great feeling to know it had
paid off for our client.

What was your childhood
dream job?

| always dreamed of being a
surgeon like my grandfa-
ther. But | quickly realized
in college that science was
not my gift (or my passion),
and | changed gears to pre-
pare for law school once |
realized how much | loved
the law.

Guilty Pleasure: What can
you not live without?

Cheese in any way, shape,
or form and preferably in
pasta.

What’s the best career
advice you can offer to
others?

As a young litigator | still
have so much to learn, but
the last few years of prac-
tice have taught me the
importance of perspective.
The legal career can be
very demanding, and it is so
important to keep it in per-
spective in relation to your
family and your health,
among the other important
aspects of life.

Equal

Times




ANNUAL CLE | FEBRUARY 19, 2016 | 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM
ST. MARY'S LAW SCHOOL » SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
MCLE CREDIT | 5.25 HOURS (1 HOUR ETHICS)




MORNING SCHEDULE

6:00-7:00 MORNING WALK/JOG
3-mile tour of San Antonio (meet in The Historic Menger Hotel Lobby)

10:00-10:15 BREAK

11:15-11:30 BREAK




AFTERNOON SCHEDULE

12:00-1:15 LUNCH WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER NICOLE SHEINDLIN

ALL RISE - MAXIMIZING OUR IMPACT THROUGH MENTORING
Ms. Sheindlin, co-founded Her Honor Mentoring, is a3 Former Public Defender and
Partner in Mentzer and Sheindlin in NY.

(with Mentor Robin Schiaff, Attorney, and Mentee Crystal Luna)

The TWL 2016 Pathfinder Award will also be presented to Judge Judy Sheindlin.
Lunch is provided.

1:15-1:45 BECOMING AN AUTHORITY FIGURE WITH FREE PUBLICITY
What Lawyers Need to Consider When Branding and Marketing Themselves in
the Digital Era.
Christine Haas, Emmy Award Winning Anchor and Investigative Reporter

1:45-2:15  HOT TOPICS IN BUSINESS LAW
Deborah D. Williamson, Dykema Cox
AJ Johnson, Kane, Russell, Coleman & Logan (moderator)

2:15-2:30 BREAK




REGISTRATION INFORMATION

REGISTER ONLINE AT
http://201 éannualcle eventbrite.com

REGISTER BY MAIL
By submitting the form below

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ()

o 19 TEXAS WOMEN LAWYERS NDIVIDUAL
and Aseusl Membership 1o TWL

e $150 MM'MMW
and Aseusl Membarship 10 TWL .-

(Licensed Attceney for | yaar or less)
Cont includes TWL Conference, Lunch, Networking Reception

and Areusl Membership 1o TWL

$100 HALF DAY ATTENDANCE
Cost includes either maming or shemecn sexscn only inchades

natworking reception

FREE LAW STUDENT
Cost includes TWL Cenference, Lunch, Netwerking Reception

and Arousl Membership 1o TWL * Based on spuce svslability

$3000 CHAMPION SPONSORSHIP
Inchuded in marketing materials as underwriter of event — Exclusive
advertising and time 1o spesk to the sttendess - Six

- Special recogniion with company logo
Listed on evern signage® - Placemaent of materals in sttandes bags

$2000 ADVOCATE SPONSORSHP

Six complimentary admissicns o the Caal-m Networking
Recaption, and Speakers Reception — Entitles sponsans 1o briefly
welcome atendess - Exhiting: Table for materal -
Specisl recognition with company logo in course materisls® - Listed
on evert sgrage® - Placement of materials in sttendes bags

$1500

Six complimentary admissicns o the Conference, Networking
Recaption, and Speskers Recepticn - Edhibior Table for
prometionsl materials — Lsted in course materisls® — Listed on
avent signage” — Flacement of materisls is sttendes bags

$1000 MENTOR SPONSORSHIP
eaql.:-ym-“&:uunmm
Recaption — Listed in course materials®
mum“nmwm Placement of matera’s in anterdes bags

Wﬂ sdmissicns 10 the Conference, Networking
muspuamu: Listed in course materisls® -
Listed on event signage® — Placement of materials in sttendes bags

$250 PEER SPONSORSHP
One admission 1o the Conference, Networking

Racaption, and Speskens Recaption — Listed in =aterisls® -
course
Listed on event sgnage® — Placement of materials in antendes bags

| CANNOT ATTEND THIS YEAR'S CONFERENCE, but | have enclosed a donation in the amount

of §

in support of Texas Women Lawyers.

Remember that for just $250, you can become Part of TWLS PEER Group and you can be inchuded in Sponsarship Uisting!

NAME:

FIRM:

TITLE:

ADDRESS:

cIry:
TELEPHONE NO.:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

PRIMARY PRACTICE AREA:

HOW WOULD YOU LKE THE COURSE MATERIALS? PRINTED ELECTRONIC

- 2P

STATE BAR NO -

BOTH (addticnal $10)

Checks payable to: Texas Women Lawyers, Send to: 5051 Westheimer, Suite 1200, Houston, Texas 77084



TEXAS WOMEN LAWYERS ANNUAL CLE | EMBRACE YOUR HIRE POWER
FEBRUARY 19, 2016 | ST. MARY'S LAW SCHOOL * SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

TEXAS WOMEN LAWYERS
5051 WESTHEIMER, SUITE 1200
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77056

ADVOCATE
Driven, Inc.
St Maryz Law School (in kind)

COUNSELOR
Seratos Legdl

MENTOR
Cokince, Bosien & Young LLP
Godwin PC
Hoover Slovacek LLP
Baker, Donekson, Besrman, Caldwel & Bedowiz, PC

ADVISOR
Aecken ("AX) Johnsen
Sen Avionio Ber Associion

B Sy
St B of Teoas Worren and the Law Section (in kind)
Ntiored Aezocistion o Wormen dudges (in kind)
Cter for Woormen In Lawy - Univensity of Teoas Schodl of Law (inlind)
Laren Wadkded, Fullermsicer Wik

PEER
Graphics by Kandi, LLC fn kind)

Judge Maria Salas Mendoza, 120th District Court
Talbots fn kind)
Colty Law, PC

The Almaguer Law Firm



