
By Christine Reinhard 
 
 This past month I had the pleasure 
of representing the Bexar County 
Women’s Bar at two wonderful events. 
The first was the San Antonio Bar Asso-
ciation and San Antonio Bar Foundation’s 
annual Law Day Luncheon. There, I had 
the privilege of presenting Sister Grace 
Walle with a check for $1,000 to be pre-
sented as a Single Parent Scholarship to a 
deserving single parent law student at St. 
Mary’s University School of Law. The 
BCWB has proudly supported this worthy 
scholarship for fifteen years, and we hope 
to continue to do so for many more to 
come.  
 

The second event was the Closing 
Ceremony and Luncheon for the Texas 
RioGrande Legal Aid’s 2010 Domestic 

Violence and Sexual As-
sault Cross-Training. The 
BCWB and the San Anto-
nio Bar Foundation co-
sponsored the closing 
ceremony and luncheon, 
which highlighted the 
many individuals, legal 
and non-legal, who sup-
port and assist domestic violence victims. 
One of the keynote speakers was a domes-
tic violence victim who told her own hor-
rifying, yet touching personal story. It was 
quite moving and reminded me that we do 
have a long way to go to overcome the 
travesties of domestic violence. Needless 
to say, I was proud to represent the BCWB 
and help recognize those who are doing all 
they can to combat domestic violence. 
(con’d on p. 3) 
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By Tiffanie Clausewitz  
 
 It’s June, and plans for this year’s Autumn Affair are in full swing! Our 
signature fundraising event will take place on Thursday, October 14, 2010 on the 
beautiful grounds of the Witte Museum. We are proud to announce that this year’s 
event will benefit San Antonio’s outstanding chapter of Dress for Success—you 
will hear much more about the myriad of services offered by this wonderful or-
ganization in the months to come! For now, our focus is on planning this exciting 
event: please take note of the important announcements below. 
 
Autumn Affair Committee Meeting 

 
 Our first Autumn Affair Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday, 
June 10, 2010 from Noon to 1:00 p.m. in the lower-level conference room at the 
offices of Oppenheimer, Blend, Harrison & Tate, Inc. Everyone who is interested 
in assisting in this event in any way, big or small, is welcome to attend this meet-
ing! Lunch will be served, so if you plan to come please RSVP to Laura Mason at 
lmason@obht.com. 
 
Sponsorships 

 
 Firm sponsorships are an integral part of Autumn Affair. If you believe 
your firm might be interested in sponsoring the event, please email Emma Cano at 
emma.cano@haynesboone.com, or contact one of the Autumn Affair Committee 
Chairs at the email addresses below. 
 
Belva Lockwood Award Nominations 

 
 At Autumn Affair, BCWBF will present two distinguished female attor-
neys with the Belva Lockwood Outstanding Lawyer and Outstanding Young Law-
yer awards. To that end, we are beginning to accept nominations for these awards. 
Please submit your written nominations for either award by July 2, 2010 to Pam 
Huff at pbhuff@coxsmith.com. After the close of nominations, all nominees will 
be contacted directly and asked to complete the application. 
 
 Please consider the following guidelines for the nominations: 
 
 ▪ The recipients must be current members, in good standing, of the Bexar 
County Women’s Bar Association. 
 ▪ Attorneys licensed to practice 7 or more years as of October 8, 2009 will 
be considered for the Outstanding Lawyer Award, while (con’d on next page) 
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ferring to me). If you intend to attend, please hurry 
and submit your registration form and reserve your 
hotel room if needed. 

 
The BCWB Board is busy planning the re-

mainder of our events for 2010, of course the high-
light being our Autumn Affair. (Please see the article 
announcing our 2010 beneficiary). If you have any 
ideas or suggestions of events or activities you would 
like us consider, please send them either me or any of 
our Board of Directors. We are here for you, our 
members, and we continually strive to ensure we are 
serving and meeting the needs of all. 

 
 In closing, I would be remiss if I did not in-
clude a thanks from the BCWB to all those who serve 
(and have served) our wonderful country in the armed 
forces and beyond. By the time, this reaches you Me-
morial Day will have passed, but I believe we should 
always be thankful and remember those who fought to 
ensure we have the freedoms we do in the United 
States. For those serving far and wide, we hope you 
return home safely. 
 

From the President (con’d) 

attorneys licensed to practice less than 7 years will be considered for the Outstanding Young Lawyer 
Award. 
 
     The Committee in selecting the recipients will consider: 
 

• Contributions to the community including charitable and volunteer work, appointed or 
elected offices, 
• Membership and board involvement in community organizations; 
• Contributions to improve the status of women in society and in the legal profession; 
• Contributions to the legal profession, as well as experience, reputation and standing in the 
legal community; 
• Contributions to the Bexar County Women’s Bar Association and Foundation and its pro-
jects. 

 
 Because of our desire to honor all women at Autumn Affair who have achieved high honor by their 
ascent to the judiciary, sitting judges are not eligible for the Belva Lockwood Award. Additionally, mem-
bers of the selection committee are ineligible. 
 
 That’s all – for now! If you are interested in volunteering to assist with planning this event, or just 
have a question, please email Committee Chairs Tiffanie Clausewitz (tclausewitz@rmgllp.com) or Laura 
Mason (lmason@obht.com). We look forward to hearing from you! 

Autumn Affair (con’d) 

In May, at our monthly luncheon, we were 
fortunate to have the Principal from San Antonio In-
dependent School District’s Young Women’s Leader-
ship Academy, Angela Dominguez. Ms. Dominguez 
relayed to us not only her own personal background 
and struggles, but also the purpose and goal of Acad-
emy. The Academy is still in its early stages, but it is 
already seeing much success amongst its young fe-
male students. We at the BCWB intend to inquire fur-
ther as to what us women lawyers in Bexar County 
can do to help the students and the Academy reach its 
goal of ensuring 100% of its students graduate from a 
four-year college or university. 

 
Turning to this next month, I know many of 

you are planning summer vacations and I am sure 
well-deserved time off. I hope each of you, however, 
can spare one day and evening to attend our 2010 Re-
treat. More information is included is in the newslet-
ter, but the Retreat should be a fabulous time for net-
working and earning much needed CLE. Our Retreat 
Chair Shannon Schmoyer and her committee have 
done a terrific job selecting an exciting location and 
retaining some outstanding speakers (no, I’m not re-
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By Monica Lerma 
 

 We want to thank the membership for making our monthly luncheons a success. We also would 
like to thank those who bring us ideas and suggestions for speakers. Most recently, one of our members 
had a wonderful recommendation of inviting the Texas gubernatorial candidates, Mayor Bill White and 
Governor Rick Perry, to speak at one or more of our upcoming summer luncheons. We are looking for-
ward to working out the details to make this happen, and hope to have a favorable announcement soon. 
In the meantime, we welcome any additional suggestions from our membership on whom you want to 
hear at our future luncheons. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please contact the Luncheon Chair 
Monica Lerma at (210) 447-8033 or mjlerma@sr-llp.com or any of the BCWB Board of Directors.   

Luncheon Ideas Welcome 
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By Connie Basel and Toti Walia 
 
 If you are interested in volunteering on the communications committee, we are looking for indi-
viduals with website and website design experience to assist in updating/maintenance of our BCWBA 
website. It is an extremely user-friendly site, and any one with a little time to learn the instructions 
could assist in this project. Our goal is to update news, events, pictures, and publicize all the wonderful 
projects our membership and organization is up to on a consistent basis. If you would be interested in 
being a member of the communications committee and assisting with this endeavor, please contact 
Connie Basel at (210) 798-8137 or Toti Walia at (210) 733-8191 for more information. Our next com-
mittee meeting will be the second week of May. Thank you!!  

Communications Committee Update: Website Assistance Needed 

BCWB Retreat & CLE – June 17 & 18, 2010 

 Please calendar June 17 & 18, 2010 for our upcoming BCWB Retreat & CLE.  Attached is the 
retreat brochure with all the details, including a schedule of the CLE. If you are interested in attending 
or would like to volunteer or sponsor, please contact Shannon Schmoyer at sschmoyer@sr-llp.com or 
(210) 447-8033. We have an exciting line up and are looking forward to checking out the new JW Mar-
riott.   

State Bar Annual Meeting: Women & the Law Section 

 The State Bar Annual Meeting is in Fort Worth this year. As in years past, the Women and the 
Law Section will present a CLE program during its section meeting on Thursday, June 10, 2010 at 
1:30. This year, Linda Chanow, the Executive Director of the Center for Women in Law at the Univer-
sity of Texas School of Law, will speak on The Virtual Office – Flex Option or Standard Practice? Ms. 
Chanow also will speak on a panel during the Diversity Forum, which is also co-sponsored by the Sec-
tion.  Lastly, you will not want to miss the reception the Section is co-hosting afterwards at 5:00. 
 
 Also, the State Bar annual dues statements are out. If you are not already a member of the 
Women and the Law Section, now would be a great time to join. Dues are only $20 for the year. Just 
check off the Women and the Law Section on the back of the State Bar Dues Statement Change Form. 
Need more information? Check out the Section's website at http://www.txwomenlawsection.org/. 


























